,6                                PLAISTED
which he mistook for the rotten trunk of a tree. This was
written at the end of his survey, where he thus left off, in
the Surveyor-General's office, where I saw it about forty
years ago.'
'   The first edition of Plaisted's book appeared m 1757, and
contains the description of his journey from 'Calcutta in
Beneal  bv Sea to Busserah, from thence across the Great
Desart to Aleppo, and from thence to Marseilles, and through
France to England,' to which are added 'Directions  by
Captain Eliot Eliot for passing over the Little Desert from
Busserah, by the way of Baghdad, Mousul, Orfa and Aleppo.'
The second edition, published in i758> 1S a reprint of the
first edition, but has in addition chapters on the 'Account
of Countries, cities etc. adjacent to Bengal etc.,' and the
Journal of the Proceedings of the E. Indiaman Doddington.
The English original was published in a French translation
in I7s8,&and this latter version was reprinted (in French)
in Thomas Howel's Voyage en retour de I'Inde par urn route
en partie inconnue jusqu'ici, etc., published in Paris in 1797.
Only that portion of the book relating to his passage over
the desert from Basra to Aleppo and thence to Alexandretta
is here included, and the text is that of the first edition.